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Stories that inspired us this week

A literary magazine of sanctuary published its third print issue. Written and edited by
migrants and refugees, it includes short stories, poems, non-fiction pieces and
artwork. (Source: the other side of hope)

A new statue, ‘Boy with Dove’, is being planned for Sheffield’s Weston Park to
recognise the city’s history of welcoming child refugees. (Source: Sheffield Star)

Specific migrant groups

On refugee resettlement:

Government announced it will consult local authorities on the annual cap it will
place on resettling refugees from 2025 via ‘safe and legal routes’, as outlined in
the latest Immigration Act. This will be based on capacity to provide housing and
support. (Source: Home Office)
Both Lord Dubs and Scotland’s First Minister Humza Yousaf have called for a UK
refugee resettlement scheme to be created in response to the situation in Gaza.
(Sources: the Guardian, Sky News)

https://othersideofhope.com/index.html
https://www.thestar.co.uk/news/politics/new-boy-with-dove-statue-commemorating-child-refugees-planned-for-sheffields-weston-park-4372817
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-consults-on-safe-and-legal-routes-for-refugees
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-consults-on-safe-and-legal-routes-for-refugees
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/oct/20/labour-peer-alf-dubs-calls-for-resettlement-plan-for-palestinians
https://news.sky.com/story/first-minister-calls-for-uk-to-take-palestinian-refugees-12986386
https://news.sky.com/story/first-minister-calls-for-uk-to-take-palestinian-refugees-12986386


MPs heard calls to expand eligibility for Afghan schemes so people from a wider
range of professions could benefit from resettlement opportunities. There's a
new statistical briefing on Afghan asylum seekers and refugees in the UK.
(Sources: BBC News, Migration Observatory)

The National Audit Office (NAO) published a report on the Homes for Ukraine scheme
which has cost £2.1 billion supporting 131,000 arrivals. Among its findings, it notes
the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) has not
obtained clear data on how councils have spent funding or on homelessness relating
to those leaving hosting placements, while safeguarding continues to be a key risk.
(Source: NAO)

Some Hongkongers in the UK continue to feel unsafe as they experience repression
from the Chinese government. (Source: the Guardian)

On asylum issues:

Once again, the Bibby Stockholm vessel in Dorset is accommodating asylum
seekers. (Source: Independent)
National data about asylum and modern slavery claims is presented in new
visualisations. (Source: Red Cross)
This academic article highlights issues for LGBTQI+ people seeking asylum
following the 2022 Nationality and Borders Act – in particular, relating to the
potential transfer to a third country, and the increased standard of proof
required from claimants. (Source: Cambridge University Press)

This report focuses on outstanding issues related to the EU Settlement Scheme,
namely the backlog of undecided applications, late applications and the potential for
loss of status. (Source: Migration Observatory)

Following anti-slavery day, modern slavery news includes:

Foreign nationals were far more likely to receive a negative reasonable grounds
decision than UK nationals in the first six months of this year, according to
analysis of the impact of the 2022 Nationality and Borders Act on the National
Referral Mechanism (NRM – the system for identifying and supporting modern
slavery victims). Other concerns include waiting times for decisions, people with
criminal convictions excluded from support, and the high rate of negative

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-67128211
https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/afghan-asylum-seekers-and-refugees-in-the-uk/
https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/afghan-asylum-seekers-and-refugees-in-the-uk/
https://www.nao.org.uk/reports/investigation-into-the-homes-for-ukraine-scheme/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/oct/17/we-dont-feel-safe-here-hongkongers-in-uk-fear-long-reach-of-chinese-government
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/bibby-stockholm-portland-migrants-home-office-b2432317.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/bibby-stockholm-portland-migrants-home-office-b2432317.html
https://www.redcross.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/we-speak-up-for-change/state-of-the-nation-the-uk-asylum-system
https://www.redcross.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/we-speak-up-for-change/state-of-the-nation-the-uk-asylum-system
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/legal-studies/article/sexual-diversity-and-the-nationality-and-borders-act-2022/50BAE2C11B40DE4084C2533C70F4EBFF
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/legal-studies/article/sexual-diversity-and-the-nationality-and-borders-act-2022/50BAE2C11B40DE4084C2533C70F4EBFF
https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/commentaries/outstanding-issues-facing-the-eu-settlement-scheme/
https://unitedkingdom.iom.int/news/ioms-analysis-national-referral-mechanism-data-following-introduction-nationality-and-borders-act
https://unitedkingdom.iom.int/news/ioms-analysis-national-referral-mechanism-data-following-introduction-nationality-and-borders-act


decisions for people referred by Home Office staff. (Source: International
Organization for Migration)
This article highlights the potential impact of the Illegal Migration Act, focusing
on the story of Albanian woman who is a survivor of sex trafficking but could
face removal from the UK. (Source: Sky News)

International news

Within Europe:

Over 8,500 people arrived in the Canary Islands over the last two weeks, a third
of all their arrivals in 2023. (Source: Reuters)
Amid a high number of migrants arriving via irregular routes, the EU Commission
is looking into tightening up the visa-free scheme within the bloc. (Source:
Euronews)
Germany has implemented measures to help Ukrainian and other refugees find
work. (Source: Independent)

Outside Europe, this article tells the story of Higinio Alberto Ramírez, a man who left
Honduras due to damage caused by climate change, only to be caught in a tragic fire
at a detention centre in Mexico that claimed over 40 lives. (Source: the Guardian)

UK borders and migration policy

Net migration is likely to reduce over the next few years according to this analysis,
potentially returning to pre-Brexit levels of about 300,000 by 2030. This is due to
factors such as a fall in arrivals from Ukraine and Hong Kong, and students returning
home. Migration for work is predicted to account for nearly half of net migration in
coming years. (Source: Migration Observatory)

People arriving in the UK in small boats could face 12 months or more in prison,
according to legal sentencing guidance relating to the offence of arriving without
entry clearance - created by the 2022 Nationality and Borders Act. A gang leader
responsible for smuggling up to 10,000 people across the Channel was given an 11
year prison sentence in Belgium. (Sources: Free Movement, Sky News)

This housing newsletter includes updates and commentary on a range of topics
including the implications of the Illegal Migration Act for councils and current issues in

https://news.sky.com/story/if-i-go-back-ill-be-murdered-victim-of-sex-trafficking-faces-removal-under-illegal-migration-act-12985687
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/over-8500-migrants-reach-spains-canary-islands-two-weeks-ministry-data-2023-10-16/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2023/10/18/eu-calls-for-tougher-visa-suspension-rules-to-address-security-risks
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2023/10/18/eu-calls-for-tougher-visa-suspension-rules-to-address-security-risks
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/ap-berlin-russia-european-union-b2431841.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/ap-berlin-russia-european-union-b2431841.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/oct/18/devastating-journey-to-escape-climate-catastrophe
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/oct/18/devastating-journey-to-escape-climate-catastrophe
https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/reports/why-are-the-latest-net-migration-figures-not-a-reliable-guide-to-future-trends/
https://freemovement.org.uk/court-of-appeal-gives-guidance-on-sentencing-for-small-boats-prosecutions/
https://news.sky.com/story/hewa-rahimpur-gang-leader-who-smuggled-up-to-10-000-migrants-across-channel-jailed-12986202
https://news.sky.com/story/hewa-rahimpur-gang-leader-who-smuggled-up-to-10-000-migrants-across-channel-jailed-12986202
https://news.sky.com/story/hewa-rahimpur-gang-leader-who-smuggled-up-to-10-000-migrants-across-channel-jailed-12986202
https://www.housing-rights.info/docs/Housing-Rights-Newsletter-Autumn-2023.pdf?_cldee=aTJ-gAnBYUeaSFVNrCV2l_vrfERq5Gq0oRtbZkp4vHpnW7ah8U86ZzD7zjV1IH4PFHRBOtxi5Q7Xia0mrCpTeA&recipientid=contact-83a933079b9ded11aad16045bdc13c8c-ad1e6fa98434434dbf57ec556d6df0cf&esid=37329571-ee6c-ee11-9ae7-0022483ed15c


the asylum system. (Source: Chartered Institute of Housing)

Cohesion and integration

Migrant and refugee communities ran over 15 Great Get Together events in Yorkshire
supported by The Jo Cox Foundation and Migration Yorkshire, including a tea party in
Wakefield and a day trip to Scarborough. (Source: Dewsbury Reporter)

You can visit the London home of Khadambi Asalache, a Kenyan-born poet, artist and
civil servant who left the property to the National Trust. Khadambi transformed his
home with intricate carvings inspired by his heritage. (Source: National Trust)

Contact us about research

If you have any questions about our research, contact us:
research@migrationyorkshire.org.uk
0113 378 8188
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