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This Migration News Roundup presents a selection of news, policy, research and
statistics from the previous week on migration-related topics. The contents of each
story do not necessarily reflect the views of Migration Yorkshire.

UK borders and migration policy
Specific migrant groups
Cohesion and integration
International news
Stories that inspired us this week

UK borders and migration policy

There are a number of stories relating to people crossing the Channel in small boats: 

An inquiry has begun into the tragic events of November 2021, when at least 27
people lost their lives while attempting to cross the Channel in a dinghy. 

Home Secretary Yvette Cooper and the French Interior Minister Bruno Retailleau,
have agreed new measures to tackle smuggling gangs. This article considers the
potential success of the tactics being deployed.  

https://news.sky.com/story/deadliest-english-channel-crossing-in-history-a-terrible-human-tragedy-inquiry-hears-13320881
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-uk-french-action-to-go-after-smuggler-gangs
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-uk-french-action-to-go-after-smuggler-gangs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c39vjnpxy1wo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c39vjnpxy1wo


A UK government advertising campaign in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq aims to
warn potential migrants about people smugglers’ lies.  

Former Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has said he regrets the ‘Stop the Boats’
slogan. 

(Sources: Sky News, Home Office, BBC) 

The government has announced that a new ‘immigration crack squad’ will work with
prisons to expedite the removal of foreign national offenders (FNOs) who currently
make up around 12% of the prison population. (Source: Home Office) 

EU visitors can now apply for the Electronic Travel Authorisation (ETA) needed for the
travel to the UK from 2 April. Meanwhile, the government confirmed the plans to
exempt BN(O) passport holders from ETA requirements, initially introduced to this
group in January. From now on, all people with a biometric-chipped passport or
national identity card can update all their UKVI details, including name and
nationality, online. (Sources: Home Office, Hong Kong Watch) 

The government has also produced a series of guides in multiple languages to help
ensure people receive reliable immigration advice. The guidebooks highlight risks
posed by unregulated advisors and give details on how to report illegal activity. 
(Source: Immigration Advice Authority) 

In an interview this week, the Director of the Migration Observatory at Oxford
University noted that the net economic impact of immigration on Hull and East
Yorkshire was ‘surprisingly small’. (Source: BBC) 

Specific migrant groups

A briefing on the use of the Overseas Development Fund on asylum costs has made
five recommendations to reduce spending. There has also been renewed calls for the
government to  lift the ban on working for people seeking asylum in order to free up
the international aid budget. In our own region, people seeking asylum in Leeds share
how the ban has affected their ability to start a new life in the UK, with one person
describing themselves as a ‘wasted resource’. (Sources: IPPR, PoliticsHome, BBC) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-expands-campaign-to-stop-migrant-smugglers-and-their-lies
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy9dxxgjx4do
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy9dxxgjx4do
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-criminals-to-be-deported-quicker
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-criminals-to-be-deported-quicker
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-to-extend-electronic-travel-to-european-visitors?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=0648b558-6df0-47d8-9a39-6154008a5d11&utm_content=daily
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hongkongwatch.org%2Fall-posts%2F2025%2F3%2F6%2Fuk-home-office-commits-to-changing-eta-rules-for-bno-hong-kongers&data=05%7C02%7Cewa.jamroz%40migrationyorkshire.org.uk%7C2bf9e44c989e4f1bd95508dd5cc34536%7C16864fae286e4707a78bd7188d6149a7%7C0%7C0%7C638768715937175356%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zO9zEMz5PcfUV52U0MLZONSdiRyfDS0qDnsKvUvpziI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hongkongwatch.org%2Fall-posts%2F2025%2F3%2F6%2Fuk-home-office-commits-to-changing-eta-rules-for-bno-hong-kongers&data=05%7C02%7Cewa.jamroz%40migrationyorkshire.org.uk%7C2bf9e44c989e4f1bd95508dd5cc34536%7C16864fae286e4707a78bd7188d6149a7%7C0%7C0%7C638768715937175356%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zO9zEMz5PcfUV52U0MLZONSdiRyfDS0qDnsKvUvpziI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/update-uk-visas-immigration-account-details
https://www.gov.uk/update-uk-visas-immigration-account-details
https://www.gov.uk/update-uk-visas-immigration-account-details
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-resources-to-help-access-reliable-immigration-advice?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=e1d62ee9-658d-48f0-94f5-47a4199c281f&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-resources-to-help-access-reliable-immigration-advice?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=e1d62ee9-658d-48f0-94f5-47a4199c281f&utm_content=daily
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cjevw2p34vzo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cjevw2p34vzo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cjevw2p34vzo
https://www.ippr.org/articles/aid-for-asylum-hosting
https://www.ippr.org/articles/aid-for-asylum-hosting
https://www.politicshome.com/news/article/give-asylum-seekers-right-work-reduce-spend-migrant-hotels-lib-dem-mp-says
https://www.politicshome.com/news/article/give-asylum-seekers-right-work-reduce-spend-migrant-hotels-lib-dem-mp-says
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3e45kw44xwo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3e45kw44xwo


The refusal rate for people seeking asylum from Afghanistan has seen a considerable
increase with only a third of cases granted refugee status in the last quarter of 2024.
Campaigners have questioned the wisdom of negative decision making when neither
enforced nor voluntary removal to Afghanistan is currently possible. (Source: the
Guardian)  

On modern slavery, official data on referrals to the NRM (National Referral
Mechanism) has been published for the last quarter of 2024. Referrals are at their
highest quarterly level since the NRM began in 2009, with top nationalities being
referred in 2024 being British, Albanian and Vietnamese. Analysis for the whole of
2024 indicates that over half of decisions (reasonable grounds and conclusive
grounds) are positive, and the number of conclusive grounds decisions are notably
high (highest since the NRM began and 78% higher than 2023). (Source: Home
Office). 

On migrant workers, this article suggests that recruitment is more difficult for some
employers following government measures to reduce the numbers of people applying
for certain visas. This analysis raises concerns of risks of overseas workers being
exploited in sectors such as construction and hospitality. (Source: BBC Work Rights
Centre) 

Data from ApplyBoard suggests that international students’ aspirations, as reflected
by their field of study, align with the UK’s and global long-term workforce demands.
Following a fall in the number of international students in Sheffield, business owners
in the city express their worries on the negative impact upon their business.
(Sources: HEPI, BBC) 

There are a number of stories on children and young people this week:  

A report by the Refugee and Migrant Children’s Consortium highlights flaws in
the UK age assessment process. 

The Children Commissioner shares her view on the impact of the new
immigration Bill on children seeking asylum and emphasises the need for safer
routes to protect them.  

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/feb/27/uk-is-hostile-environment-for-afghans-amid-rise-in-refusal-of-asylum-claims-lawyer-says
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/feb/27/uk-is-hostile-environment-for-afghans-amid-rise-in-refusal-of-asylum-claims-lawyer-says
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/modern-slavery-nrm-and-dtn-statistics-october-to-december-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/modern-slavery-nrm-and-dtn-statistics-october-to-december-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/modern-slavery-nrm-and-dtn-statistics-end-of-year-summary-2024/modern-slavery-national-referral-mechanism-and-duty-to-notify-statistics-uk-end-of-year-summary-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/modern-slavery-nrm-and-dtn-statistics-end-of-year-summary-2024/modern-slavery-national-referral-mechanism-and-duty-to-notify-statistics-uk-end-of-year-summary-2024
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy877l2j9p2o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy877l2j9p2o
https://www.workrightscentre.org/publications/2025/as-fewer-care-workers-immigrate-the-risk-of-migrant-exploitation-in-construction-and-hospitality-grows/
https://www.workrightscentre.org/publications/2025/as-fewer-care-workers-immigrate-the-risk-of-migrant-exploitation-in-construction-and-hospitality-grows/
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/2025/03/03/international-student-aspirations-increasingly-align-with-the-skills-needed-to-propel-uk-growth-applyboards-internal-data-shows/
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/2025/03/03/international-student-aspirations-increasingly-align-with-the-skills-needed-to-propel-uk-growth-applyboards-internal-data-shows/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3rnp2vd717o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3rnp2vd717o
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/information/resources/lost-childhoods-the-consequences-of-flawed-age-assessments-at-the-uk-border/
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/information/resources/lost-childhoods-the-consequences-of-flawed-age-assessments-at-the-uk-border/
https://x.com/ChildrensComm/status/1895480520860995943
https://x.com/ChildrensComm/status/1895480520860995943
https://x.com/ChildrensComm/status/1895480520860995943


A new report outlines significant challenges for children and young people
seeking asylum to access education, with cases of young people having to wait
beyond eight weeks when placed in areas of high concentration of asylum
accommodation.   

(Sources: Refugee Council, X.com, Electronic Immigration Network) 

Four Windrush projects in Yorkshire and Humber are being funded under the
government Windrush Day Grant 2025, out of a total of 30 projects announced.
(Source: Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government)  

Cohesion and integration

BBC News has conducted a series of interviews with the public across the country to
find out what ‘Immigration’ means to them. You can find the piece done for Yorkshire
and the Humber here. (Source: BBC) 

This blog post makes the case for tailored employment and integration support for
new refugees . It shows that labour market access creates little ‘pull factor’ for new
immigration, while employment support brings benefits for individuals and
communities. (Source: ACH) 

A scoping review of integration programs for refugees across the UK and Sweden. 
highlights the importance of investment in integration for social and health outcomes.
(Source: Springer Nature) 

International news

The European Union Agency for Asylum released their annual analysis of asylum
applications in the EU for 2024. The data shows a slight decrease in applications
compared to 2023. Syrians remains the largest group to make applications, despite a
17% decrease in comparison to 2023. Venezuelans are now the third biggest group.
(Source: EUAA) 

The European Commission is considering proposing new laws which would enforce
deportations of people whose asylum claims got rejected. Additionally, they are
considering sending those who entered the EU ‘irregularly’ to ‘return hubs’ located in

https://www.ein.org.uk/news/asylum-seeking-children-face-significant-delays-accessing-education-report-finds
https://www.ein.org.uk/news/asylum-seeking-children-face-significant-delays-accessing-education-report-finds
https://www.ein.org.uk/news/asylum-seeking-children-face-significant-delays-accessing-education-report-finds
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/windrush-day-grant-scheme-2025-projects-to-be-funded
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/windrush-day-grant-scheme-2025-projects-to-be-funded
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/videos/cqly6vz0lrgo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/videos/cqly6vz0lrgo
https://www.ach.org.uk/news-and-features/case-tailored-employment-and-integration-support-refugees
https://www.ach.org.uk/news-and-features/case-tailored-employment-and-integration-support-refugees
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12134-025-01244-2
https://euaa.europa.eu/latest-asylum-trends-annual-analysis
https://euaa.europa.eu/latest-asylum-trends-annual-analysis
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/63168/the-european-commission-to-propose-stricter-enforcement-of-deportation-policies
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/63168/the-european-commission-to-propose-stricter-enforcement-of-deportation-policies


third countries. On the topic of ‘third countries’, this article explores why some
Central American countries are willing to take in migrants from elsewhere that are
being deported from the United States. (Sources: Info Migrants; Al Jazeera) 

Stories that inspired us this week

After receiving an Academy Award in Los Angeles, actress Zoe Saldaña gave a
touching speech expressing her pride in being a child of immigrants.(Source: The
Hill) 

Lyza, a 15-year-old from Ukraine, shares how joining Action Foundation’s Young Lives
project in Newcastle helps her feel supported and connect with people with similar
experiences. (Source: BBC Sounds) 

Contact us about research

If you have any questions about our research, contact us:
research@migrationyorkshire.org.uk
0113 378 8188
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/3/1/why-have-costa-rica-and-panama-agreed-to-take-asians-deported-by-trump
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/3/1/why-have-costa-rica-and-panama-agreed-to-take-asians-deported-by-trump
https://thehill.com/blogs/in-the-know/5172219-zoe-saldana-thanks-family-after-first-oscar-win-i-am-a-proud-child-of-immigrant-parents/
https://thehill.com/blogs/in-the-know/5172219-zoe-saldana-thanks-family-after-first-oscar-win-i-am-a-proud-child-of-immigrant-parents/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0ks6b43
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0ks6b43
mailto:research@migrationyorkshire.org.uk
tel:01133788188

