Who are young refugees?
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Young refugees in the UK

Between July 2023 and June 2023, 4,781 young people claimed asylum in the UK.
Young people leave the country for a variety of reasons, including conflict,

persecution, political instabilities, or other reasons. These children undertake long
and difficult journeys to get to the UK. You can begin to get an idea of what these
journeys look like for our young people by watching young people’s digital stories.

Here is a current profile of young refugees in the UK retrieved from Home Office data

e 94% are boys while 6% are girls

e The top 6 nationalities are Sudan (24%), Afghanistan (18%), Iran (15%), Eritrea
(9%), Vietnam (8%), Syria (6%)

e There have been 6,231 initial decisions, 66% were granted a form of leave
(asylum protection, humanitarian etc.) and 22% were either withdrawn or
refused

e UASC aged 14-15 percentage, aged under 14%

Young refugees in Yorkshire and Humber

Migration Yorkshire provides a data dashboard on looked after unaccompanied
asylum-seeking children and young people who have been transferred through the
National Transfer Scheme in Yorkshire and Humber. This interactive dashboard also
offers an overview for each local authority within Yorkshire and Humber.

Through research carried out by Migration Yorkshire, some of these young refugees
shared their perceptions and experiences with us. The young people we spoke to
identified four key priorities that would improve their early experiences of life in the
UK:


https://vimeo.com/showcase/9950181
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/immigration-system-statistics-data-tables#full-publication-update-history
https://www.migrationyorkshire.org.uk/statistics

e Access to the internet

e Alleviate boredom

e Accelerated English language learning

e Strong relationships with carers and professionals

Read more about our research with young refugees

Terminology

We use the term ‘young refugee’ to cover all children and young people who have
been separated from their family and carers and find themselves alone and seeking
protection in the UK.

You'll also come across other terms, such as:

Separated child

Unaccompanied asylum-seeking child

UASC (stands for unaccompanied asylum-seeking child)

Unaccompanied minor

Unaccompanied young refugee

Sources of support and information


https://www.migrationyorkshire.org.uk/research

Advocacy and support for unaccompanied asylum-seeking children: Refugee Council
and NYAS

Information on the specific risks to adolescent girls and how to support them:
Women's Refugee Commission

Support for asylum seekers and refugees who have experienced trauma in our
region: Services | Migration Yorkshire

Support for survivors of torture and sexual violence:

Freedom from torture

Torture-ID

British Red Cross Tracing and Messaging Service

International website where people who are looking for relatives post pictures of
themselves so they can be found

Kaleido Arts for Wellbeing CIC

Contact for WYR

For more information, you can get in touch with us via:
wyr@migrationyorkshire.org.uk
@WelcomingYoungRefugees

Related information

Source URL: http://migrationyorkshire-act.leeds.gov.uk/welcoming-young-
refugees/who-are-young-refugees


https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/service-category/children-young-people/
https://www.nyas.net/get-support/support-for-young-people/advocacy/
https://www.womensrefugeecommission.org/focus-areas/gender-social-inclusion/protection-and-empowerment-of-adolescent-girls/
https://www.womensrefugeecommission.org/focus-areas/gender-social-inclusion/protection-and-empowerment-of-adolescent-girls/
https://www.migrationyorkshire.org.uk/services
https://www.freedomfromtorture.org/
https://tortureid.org/
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-help/find-missing-family
https://familylinks.icrc.org/ttf-europe/
https://familylinks.icrc.org/ttf-europe/
https://www.sheffieldmentalhealth.co.uk/services/kaleido-arts-for-wellbeing-cic
mailto:wyr@migrationyorkshire.org.uk
tel:%40WelcomingYoungRefugees

