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Everything you need to know about education and learning English in
Yorkshire and Humber region.

 

Compulsory education (ages 5 to 16) 

Information for BNO parents on how to apply for a school place can be found in the 
Hong Kong BNO Welcome Pack. 

Detailed information on support available for children with special needs can be
found on gov.uk website.  

 

Education for adults and young people (above 16) 

Options for young people finishing high school are explained on the National Careers
Service website.  

Kings's Trust is a charity helping young people up to the age of 30 get into jobs,
education and training, including setting up their own business. Support is free and
available across the UK. For more information, see the King's Trust 'Explore our
support' page, call 0800 842 842 or use the King's Trust online chat.  

Open University offers a number of free courses that can be accessed online. Courses
cover a wide range of subjects, from English skills for life and supporting children’s
mental health and well-being, to the importance of interpersonal skills and planning a
better future.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/welcome-a-guide-for-hong-kong-british-national-overseas-visa-holders-in-the-uk%22%20/l%20%22choosing-a-school
https://www.gov.uk/children-with-special-educational-needs
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-guide-for-parents-and-carers%22%20/l%20%22full-publication-update-history
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-16
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-16
https://www.kingstrust.org.uk/how-we-can-help/explore-all-support
https://www.kingstrust.org.uk/how-we-can-help/explore-all-support
https://www.kingstrust.org.uk/how-we-can-help/get-in-touch
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/education/free-courses


A BN(O) visa holder cannot access free adult classes that are funded
through the Adult Skills Fund (ASF) for the first 3 years or their residence in
the UK. After that, the eligibility is based on learner’s income. Course
providers check this eligibility during the admission process.

 

Drop-in session on education 

Post-16 education options - 14 December 2022

We explored different education options available to young people in the UK and
were joined by organisations specialising in guiding and supporting young people in
choosing the right educational paths and providing career advice.

Click here to view the 'Post-16 education options '  and 'Prince's Trust: Post-16
education options' presentations.

 

Support for children with SEND - 16 November 2022

We were joined by a speaker from a local Special Education Needs and Disabilities
Information Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS), who spoke about support and
resources available to children with SEND in the UK, including:  

An overview of the SEN support system   

Understanding how to request an education, health and care (EHC) plan  

Using a SEN assessment from Hong Kong  

Impact of the NRPF condition 

 

https://www.migrationyorkshire.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-02/Post-16%20education%20options_MY%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.migrationyorkshire.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-02/MigrationYorkshirePresentation.pdf
https://www.migrationyorkshire.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-02/MigrationYorkshirePresentation.pdf


School culture - 30 March 2022 

This session covered information on supplementary schools, overview of school
system and culture, communicating with schools and more.  
 

Learning English

English Classes 
To find local English class at your level in your local area, visit the Learning English in
Yorkshire and Humber Directory. You can search by area/ postcode, and can also
select criteria such as ‘evenings only’, or ‘classes with childcare’.

Some classes are free for everyone, while others, especially accredited courses, will
have eligibility criteria based on residency and/or income.

A BN(O) visa holder cannot access free English classes or any courses that
are funded through the Adult Skills Fund (ASF) for the first 3 years or their
residence in the UK. After that, the eligibility for English classes and wider
courses is based on learner’s income. Course providers check this eligibility
during the admission process.

Most local authorities in the Yorkshire and Humber region have opened
their English learning provision to BN(O) visa holders.

Most formal and informal classes are run during school term only, with no classes
during school breaks and summer holidays. However, it is always best to check this
with the course provider directly.

English learning opportunities for Hongkongers in the region:

Calderdale (including Halifax)

Calderdale Council is providing a range of formal and informal classes BN(O) visa
holders can join. For more information check their website Part-time and short
courses at CAL | Calderdale Council

https://vimeo.com/698633155
https://new.calderdale.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/adult-learning/courses
https://new.calderdale.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/adult-learning/courses


Doncaster

Doncaster Council is providing a range of formal and informal classes BN(O) visa
holders can join. For more information check their website Adult English for Speakers
of Other Languages - City of Doncaster Council and to join contact James Sandford:
James.Sandford@doncaster.gov.uk

Hull

Hull Council is providing a range of formal and informal classes BN(O) visa holders
can join. To view available course check their website Home - Hull Training and Adult
Education (hcctraining.ac.uk). To access classes, contact Hull Training And Adult
Education to arrange an assessment on 01482 615 349 or in person – the Avenues
Adult Education Centre, Park Avenue, Hull, HU5 4DA

Kirklees (including Dewsbury and Huddersfield)

Kirklees Council is providing a range of different English courses BN(O) visa holders
can join. This is delivered through This Way for English (TW4E), where English
language ESOL needs are assessed. The assessment also aims to identify more
holistic needs. The programme will refer or signpost participants to appropriate ESOL
provision and refer participants to other relevant organisations or programs to
facilitate their integration into the local community. To join the programme, contact
TSL Kirklees This way for English - Third Sector Leaders Kirklees (tslkirklees.org.uk)

Additionally, the council runs new Confidence with English courses in communities
across the borough. The courses are not accredited but designed to develop
confidence with writing, reading, listening and speaking skills. To sign up contact the
council on ESOL@kirklees.gov.uk or 01484 225016

Leeds

BN(O) visa holders can access a wide range of English learning courses funded by
Leeds City Council (there is a limit of hours per person). All courses can be found at
https://www.leedsadultlearning.co.uk/

https://www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/schools/adult-english-for-speakers-of-other-languages
https://www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/schools/adult-english-for-speakers-of-other-languages
https://www.hcctraining.ac.uk/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR23HRpUYf-kEZ6PhyP6Nu-2aWCzGCT1m_yVAj86nfceg_E4HGtQIOuZWMQ_aem_Zhc3AgBYTK2PNDqhrCn5tw
https://www.hcctraining.ac.uk/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR23HRpUYf-kEZ6PhyP6Nu-2aWCzGCT1m_yVAj86nfceg_E4HGtQIOuZWMQ_aem_Zhc3AgBYTK2PNDqhrCn5tw
https://tslkirklees.org.uk/get-help-with/this-way-for-english/
https://www.leedsadultlearning.co.uk/


Leeds City College is also allowing BN(O) visa holders to join their formal ESOL
provision: Leeds City College

North Yorkshire

North Yorkshire Council is providing a range of formal and informal classes BN(O) visa
holders can join, including online provision. Courses can be found on their website
Course List | ontrack: Learner Hub (northyorks.gov.uk). To sign up for courses you are
interested in, contact adultlearningservice@northyorks.gov.uk

Sheffield

Sheffield Council is providing a range of formal and informal classes BN(O) visa
holders can join. To arrange an assessment, contact The Family, Adult Community
Education Service (FACES) on 0114 229 6144 or faces@sheffield.gov.uk . You can find
out more about courses available on FACES website FACES Information Advice and
Guidance (padlet.org)

Wakefield

Wakefield Council is providing a range of formal and informal classes BN(O) visa
holders can join. To register your interest, complete an online form available at
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) - Wakefield Council or call 01924 303
302

York

York Council is providing a range of classes BN(O) visa holders can join. To sign up,
contact York Learning English for Speakers of Other Languages - York Learning on
01904 554277 or email york.learning@york.gov.uk

If your local authority is not listed above, or you have difficulties accessing your local
English learning provision, please get in touch.

Self-Study

It is important to find some time to study on your own, even if you are attending
regular classes. There are lots of resources available on Learning English Plus – go to

https://leedscitycollege.ac.uk/subject-areas/esol/
https://ebsontrackprospect.northyorks.gov.uk/Page/ProspectusList?search_TOPIC_operator=Equals&search_TOPIC_type=String&search_TOPIC_value=ESOL
https://llssheffield.padlet.org/IAGTeam/faces-information-advice-and-guidance-8s8dlsmgylltyxhy
https://llssheffield.padlet.org/IAGTeam/faces-information-advice-and-guidance-8s8dlsmgylltyxhy
https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-education/education/adult-education-service/adult-education-courses/face-to-face-courses/english-for-speakers-of-other-languages-esol/
https://yorklearning.org.uk/english-maths/esol/
https://learningenglishplus.org.uk/


the ‘Resource Hub’ and you can find videos, links and resources. You could also ask
your ESOL teacher if they have any recommendations for self-study.

To find out more about activities and events for Hongkongers in Yorkshire and
Humber download our Calendar of activities.

 

Drop-in session on learning English 

Learning English in Y&H - 5 January 2022 

This event provided an overview of a Migrant English Support Hub (MESH) website
where you can find all English classes run in Yorkshire and Humber area. It explained
how to look for free local classes and contact providers to sign up. 

 

Other drop-in sessions

 

Back to Hong Kong Hub main page

 

Last updated: 12/02/2025

Like, follow and share Hong Kong Hub Facebook page!    

Contact us - Hong Kong Hub

You can contact us in English or Traditional Chinese/Cantonese.

Find out how we look after your data here:

https://www.migrationyorkshire.org.uk/privacy-notice-enquiries-hong-kong-welcome-
programme
HK@migrationyorkshire.org.uk
0113 378 8188

https://vimeo.com/showcase/9005856/video/674422496
https://www.migrationyorkshire.org.uk/hong-kong-welcome-programme-events
https://www.migrationyorkshire.org.uk/hong-kong-hub
https://www.facebook.com/HKhubYH
mailto:HK@migrationyorkshire.org.uk
tel:01133788188


Want to stay up to date?

Follow us on Facebook or subscribe to our mailing list. 

讚好及追蹤香港人資訊站的  Facebook 專頁，或訂閱我們的電子報。
HK@migrationyorkshire.org.uk

Related information

About Hong Kong Hub

BN(O) Visa Route

Hong Kong Welcome Programme Events

Health and Wellbeing

Employment

Housing

Supporting Services and Community Organisations

Other Helpful Tips

About Yorkshire and Humber

Information for Services

mailto:HK@migrationyorkshire.org.uk
http://migrationyorkshire-act.leeds.gov.uk/hong-kong-hub/about-hong-kong-hub
http://migrationyorkshire-act.leeds.gov.uk/hong-kong-hub/bno-visa-route
http://migrationyorkshire-act.leeds.gov.uk/hong-kong-hub/hong-kong-welcome-programme-events
http://migrationyorkshire-act.leeds.gov.uk/hong-kong-hub/health
http://migrationyorkshire-act.leeds.gov.uk/hong-kong-hub/employment
http://migrationyorkshire-act.leeds.gov.uk/hong-kong-hub/housing
http://migrationyorkshire-act.leeds.gov.uk/hong-kong-hub/local-services-in-yorkshire-and-humber
http://migrationyorkshire-act.leeds.gov.uk/hong-kong-hub/other-helpful-tips
http://migrationyorkshire-act.leeds.gov.uk/hong-kong-hub/about-yorkshire-and-humber
http://migrationyorkshire-act.leeds.gov.uk/hong-kong-hub/information-local-authorities-and-vcses
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